
Against Torture of Students in Brazil 

An outcry for International Solidarity 

Dear friends from around the world and from all the worlds, 

As you probably know through the press and through news from Brazilian colleagues, 

Brazil is going through a very delicate moment in its history. There is a coup d’état 

going on, characterized by the deposition of the President by the Parliament, with the 

support of big media companies and national and international businesspeople. The 

group that has deposed the President did it not only to take her position on the leading 

of the political destinies of the country, but also to conduct reforms that attack the civil, 

political and social rights of those against the government and of the poorest majority of 

the population. 

The National Congress is currently dealing with a group of proposed constitutional 

reforms and Projects of Law that aim to remove resources from the areas of Health, 

Education, Social Assistance and Science and Technology. The educational policies 

are directed to the reformulation of mandatory high school, accelerating the formation 

of our youth and removing subjects such as arts, philosophy, sociology and physical 

education from the curriculum. There is also an attempt to control the pedagogical and 

political action of teachers, legally forbidding their opinion on subjects that may oppose 

to the values of the students’ families, such as gender discussions, race and religion. 

As if it wasn’t enough that the leadership of the Government of the Republic, both on 

the Executive and on the Parliament, is in the hands of men accused of corruption and 

who support actions that offend the Rule of Law, the Judiciary Power, through many 

decisions and public manifestations, has been cowardly and fully supporting the coup 

and the policies and actions of the government, among which political persecution, 

arbitrary trials and the covering up of lots of politicians who have been accused of 

corruption. 

As a result of the growth of arbitrary actions taken by the Government, which threaten 

the rights, high school and college students, with large support of their teachers, 

started to occupy schools and college campuses. Currently, there are almost 1200 

schools and universities occupied all over the country. The occupations are pacific and 

hold many activities developed by the students in order to create a communication 

channel with the rest of the population.  

Unsatisfied with the actions of the students, many state governors, supported by the 

media and by rightwing groups, have been going up against the students with police-

like actions clearly opposed to the law in effect in the country, going beyond the limits 

of the Rule of Law and the legality guaranteed by the current Constitution. 

In this context of increasing violence and intolerance, a judge from Brasília, the capital 

of the Republic, has authorized the use of TORTURE against students that occupy the 

public schools, as a legit way of forcing their removal from the schools. Among the 

actions authorized by the judge, are water and electricity cut, prohibition of food 

supply and of contact with people out of the schools, and the use of sound 
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instruments to prevent students from sleeping. ((http://www.conjur.com.br/2016-

nov-01/estudantes-juiz-autoriza-tecnica-tortura-usada-cia))  

Such procedures are clearly characterized as torture practices largely used by 

repression forces in states of exception throughout the planet, which we imagined were 

definitely distant from our country. The authorization of such methods by the judicial 

authority, the same that should guarantee the observance of the law, against teenagers 

and younglings who are trying to defend public and quality education, shows the 

attacks against the Rule of Law in Brazil and the level of decay of our democracy. 

Because of these reasons I call for the solidarity of the colleagues with whom we, 

Brazilian researchers, especially in the Education field, have been relating in the last 

decades. We request that you write to the Brazilian embassies and/or consulates 

in your countries demanding the immediate cease of violent and arbitrary 

measures against our students and the guarantee of security in their legit and 

pacific demonstrations. 

Copies of these manifestations must be sent to the Presidency of the Republic 

(casacivil@presidencia.gov.br),  to the Presidency of the Senate of the Republic 

(renan.calheiros@senador.gov.br) and to the Presidency of the Federal Justice Court 

(presidencia@stf.jus.br). 

International solidarity is a fundamental strength for us to face these dark which we are 

facing. That being said, I immensely thank for the attention of you all, and ask your 

support to widely propagate this message. 

Belo Horizonte, November 2nd, 2016   

Luciano Mendes de Faria Filho 

Professor of History of Education at the Federal University of Minas Gerais and 

coordinator of the National Forum of Humanities, Social and Applied Social Sciences, 

organization that unites 51 Brazilian scientific institutions. Former vice-president of the 

Brazilian Society of History of Education and member of the deliberative council of the 

National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq). Also acted as 

National Contact Point for the Cooperation with Europe. 
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